
teatro chicana 
thursday, september 13, 2012 

4:00-6:00pm 
kiva lecture hall @ UNM 

The 1970s and 1980s saw the awakening of social awareness and political activism in 
Mexican-American communities. In San Diego, a group of Chicana women participated 
in a political theatre group whose plays addressed social, gender, and political issues of 
the working class and the Chicano Movement.  

In their collective memoir, seventeen women who were a part of Teatro de las Chicanas 
(later known as Teatro Laboral and Teatro Raíces) come together to share why they joined 
the theatre and how it transformed their lives. Teatro Chicana tells the story of this troupe 
through chapters featuring the history and present-day story of each of the main actors 
and writers, as well as excerpts from the group's materials and seven of their original short 
scripts. 

Join the Women Studies Program and Women’s Resource Center for this amazing chance 
to hear 5 members of Teatro Chicana share their experiences as playwrights, performers, 
and activsts. They will also read from their anthology and be available for Q & A. A book 
sale and signing will follow the presentation. 

 
Co-sponsored by Dean- College of Arts & Sciences, Southwest Hispanic Research Institute, Chicano/Hispano/Mexicano Studies, Feminist Research 
Institute, Center for the Southwest, Departments of History, English and American Studies. 

"These memoirs are the personal, honest, and riveting 
testimonials of seventeen Chicanas who performed Chicana 
theater during the 1970s. These carnalas empowered themselves 
and thousands during the tumultuous years of the Movimiento by 
performing plays for working-class communities. From college 
campuses to the fields where campesinos toiled, estas mujeres 
had the courage to fight gender inequality. We need their courage 
today. And we need their stories for a new generation of Chicanas 
and for working women everywhere." 

—Rudolfo Anaya, author of Bless Me, Ultima and Curse of the 
ChupaCabra 


